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Purpose: To highlight several important details for 
masonry construction in coastal areas.

Key Issues
• Continuous, properly connected load paths are 

essential because of the higher vertical and lateral 
loads on coastal structures.

• Building materials must be durable enough to 
withstand the coastal environment.

• Masonry reinforcement requirements are more 
stringent in coastal areas.

Load Paths
A properly connected load path from roof to 
foundation is crucial in coastal areas (see Fact 
Sheets Nos. 10 and 17). The following details show 
important connections for a typical masonry home.

Roof framing to masonry wall.

Roof framing to interior masonry wall


